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I HAVE been guilty of five crimes, 


The firſt, my unnatural diſlike to my 
eldeſt ſon, for faults which, at moſt, he 
could only be the innocent cauſe and not 
the author of: of this I have repented 
many months ago, and am moſt ſincerely 
ſorry I did not ſooner, in compliance with 
ſincere and moſt diſintereſted advice. 


My ſecond crime was, my connection 


with Mr. Gray before Lord Strathmore's 
B death ; 


3 


1 


death; in puniſhment of which very crime, 
God blinded my judgment, that I could 
not diſcern, in any caſe, What was for my 
children's and my own advantage; but in 
every thing where there were two expedi- 


ents, I choſe the worſt. 


* 


By medicines, I have reaſon to think, 
I miſcarried three times, and attempted it 
the fourth ; but, thank God, failed perpe- 
trating that crime. 


Next, I repent having profaned Saint 
Paul's and Weſtminſter Abbey, by giving 
Mr. Gray meetings there, before Lord 
Strathmore's death ; and that afterwards, 
inſtead of uſing the influence I had over 
him to make him a better chriſtian, I ra- 


ther made him worſe. 
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Another crime was, plighting myſelf 
moſt ſolemnly to Mr. Gray, at St. Paul's, 
to marry none but him; and yet I married 
you, which, together with my previous 
connection with you, I reckon amongſt 


my crimes, 


I am now going to enumerate my im- 
prudencies; firſt declaring, I have told you 
every crime I eyer was guilty of, and that 


I never had a criminal connection with any 


. perſon but yourſelf and Mr. Gray, and 
that Mr. James Graham was the only one, 


beſides, who could have ſtood the leaſt 
chance of ſucceeding in ſuch an attempt: 
yet violent as my paſſion was for him, I 
do ſtill ſincerely think it was pure; for 
my anxiety about his health and welfare 
continued two years after he left England, 
though I never ſaw or heard from him 


B.2 during 
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during that time, or received a meſſage 


from him by his fiſter above twice, though 
ſhe always wrote about him, 


Of my imprudencies I ſhall now give 
you an exact account, under general heads, 
as you deſired; referring for your in- 
ſpection, in caſe you chuſe to ſee it, a 
moſt circumſtantial account of every 
thought and action of my life, which I 
am drawing up. | 


I was imprudent, though moſt inno- 
cent, both in thought and deed, in my 
flirtation—when quite a girl, with the 
Duke of Buccleugh's brother, which laſted 
but a very ſhort time. I was imprudent 
in marrying Lord Strathmore, againſt my 
mother's advice, though with her con- 
ſent, 
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I was fo imprudent, as to give very 
improper - encouragement to Mr, James 
Graham, and to give him reaſon, by in- 
direct, though plain words, to think that 
I had more than an affectionate friendſhip 
for him; and that I had once, I confeſs, 
and was weak enough, during a fort- 
night that he lived under the ſame roof, 
and were much together, to admit from 
him many improper declarations, not only 
without anger, but even with ſatisfaction. 
After he went out of Scotland, I received 
one letter from him only, which I burnt 
to aſhes, and drank them up for fear of 
any accident: I never wrote to him but 
once, which was in a feigned hand, and 
what none but himſelf could underſtand : 
this was in a cover of his ſiſter's letter, 
which reached him all torn to pieces, and 
long after the time it ought; fo that it 

was 


— — 


= TY 
I — - — _ — * 
2 ů —- — — p ů — —— — 
, 


N ** , \ 9 yy 
— = _— g © low — 5 a? * 
> \ > 2 . Pl 18 a, 12 TR 1. l SALTS. 
Y SY © * 1 U Tis if * 0 1 . * 
—— 2 F & =. N - ' * 
* 9 4 * "4 4 * 
0 p 4 1 — : . BY 
' ' » as k . o 


was quite unintelligible, and I never after 
that wrote to him except once, all before 
he left London, We often ſent ſuch meſ- 
ſages, as we could with ſafety, to each 
other, through his ſiſter's means ; who 
all the time proteſted ſhe would not do 
ſuch a thing, and made Mrs. Pariſh be- 
lieve the affection was all on my ſide 
that ſhe wiſhed to diſſuade me from ſuch 
thoughts, and refuſed to write any meſ- 
ſage, which I believe ſhe thinks to this 
moment ; and that Miſs Graham is a moſt 


virtuous woman and true friend, which 


is ſo much, 1 know, the very reverſe of 
Her character, that after I was thorough- 
ly acquainted with it, nothing ſhould have 
induced me to keep up a correſpondence, 
or. the leaſt acquaintance with her, but 
my paſſion for her brother, and the uſe 
ſhe was of to me in it, 
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At length I thought he uſed me very 
j ill, and after complaining of it without 
# redreſs (though I have reaſon to believe 
Miſs G. concealed a letter, if not more, 
of his from me) I wrote a very violent 
letter to Miſs G, full of abuſe of her bro- 
ther; and concluding, with deſiring ſhe 
would retail it to him, and add, that he 
might aller ſe faire pendre. This hurt 
her exceedingly, and having no occaſion 
for ſuch a troubleſome woman, I was glad 


to get rid of her correſpondence. 


When he came to ſee me in London 
after this, (which was after Lord Strath- 
more's death) and waited on me, I would 
not ſee him, and he attempted to throw 
himſelf in my way to no purpoſe, I was 
then engaged to Mr. Gray, and having, 


at the riſk of my life, conquered my 
head- 
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headſtrong paſſion, I was determined not 
to expoſe myſelf to another conflict, with 
one whom I had ſo much reaſon to be 


afraid of, 


I was more than imprudent in encou- 
raging and keeping company with people 
of ſuch execrable and infamous princi- 
ples: though, indeed, I did not think 
tem ſuch then; but that is no excuſe for 


me, as I ought not to have truſted or al- 
lowed any body to have frequented my 
houſe, without a previous long acquaint- 
ance. It was ſtill worſe, to let George ſo 
much into my ſecrets. As to my madneſs, 
in wiſhing Mrs. Stephens to ſtay with me 


after I was married, I can only ſay, that 


it was-a diabolical infatuation, and that 
had I known her as I do now, I ſhould 


not only have intreated you to turn her out 
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; of the houſe directly; and have confeſſed, 


10ft that ſuch a wretch was not fit to live on 
th the earth; and had I known Mr. Stephens, 
be who I took for an honeſt blunt man, I 
\ ſhould have thought only with horror of 
| his ever being near my ſons, or in my 
= \F houſe. 
le | 
i- Going to the Conjuror's in Dean-ſtreet, 
3 was a great imprudence, as alſo was con- 
or | ; ſulting one three years before, on Lud- 
|- X gate-hill (I think it was) where I went 
ei ; with Mrs, Planta and Mrs. Pariſh, and alſo 
t- twice to a woman in Crown Court, once 
0 alone, and once with Mrs. Stephens: be- 
8. des this, I conſulted ſome Gypſies in a 


e MF barn, three ſummers ago, at Paul's Wal- 
t den, and three near there of different 
t ſets. 
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I was imprudent to carry my revenge, 
(as I then thought it) on the Planta family, 
ſo far as to adviſe Mrs. Stephens to marry 
againſt her conſent, and to ſend her off to 
Scotland, which I ought not to have done, 


even if ſhe had been a good woman. 


I had at this time a footman, one Wil- 
liam Stamp, who (that 1 might not ſo often 
appear to have letters from Miſs Graham) 
J uſed to ſend now and then to Newcaſtle, 
under pretence of ſeeing his brother who 
lived there (when I knew of a letter com- 
ing, which I often did before-hand) and 
bid him bring the letters to myſelf firſt--- 


but this was all he knew of the matter. 


It was not till after many months of 
conſtant attention, and many marks of fin- 
cerity and friendſhip, that, juſt as I was 
going to Paul's Walden for two months, 

(L. S. 
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(L. S. at Briſtol) Mr. Gray ventured to give 
me ſome verſes, whluch expreſſed in a de- 
licate, though rather in too tender a man- 
ner for mere friendſhip his, regard for me, 
and his great concern at my leaving Lon- 
don. From many circumſtances, I had 
conceived ſo high an opinion of the good- 
neſs of his heart and diſpoſition, that I 
was unwilling to loſe his friendſhip; fo 
that though I made no anſwer, I expreſſed 
no anger, but continued correſponding 
with him openly and fairly till we both 
returned to town: ſoon after that, Lord 
S. went to Mr. Palgrave's, where he made 
ſome ſtay. One day juſt after, as Mrs, 
Pariſh and me were ſitting at dinner, the 
poſt brought me a letter from Mr. Lyon, 
in which he refuſed, very uncivilly, to ſend 


me a {mall ſum of money, I told him I 


had written for by Lord 8.'s directions; 


C 2 and 


and another letter from Miſs Graham, in 
which I found ſhe had received a letter 
from her brother, who, as he began to 
do for ſome time before, never ſo much 
as mentioned me, but ſpoke with the 
higheſt commendations of a lady at Mi- 
norca, where he was arrived. As I was 
full of reſentment at Mr. Lyon, and de- 
termined never more to think of Mr. 
James Graham, a ſervant, (I don't recolle& 
who, for I had no ſecrets then) brought 
me a letter from Mr. Gray, who by an 
Enigma, very ingeniouſly invented, had 
pitched upon that very day to fee how far 
he might venture: if I was angry, he 
might have explained it away; but if I 
underſtood it, or pretended not to under- 
ſtand it, then he might ſpeak plainer. I 
choſe the latter method, and, full of re- 
ſentment, thought I had revenged myſelf 


on 


4 
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: on others, whilſt I was literally on myſelf: 
© as I felt nothing for Mr. G. that exceeded 


f friendſhip, or gave me cauſe to apprehend 


the conſequences of ſuch a connection, 


| I conſented to accept the love of a man, 
| whom I could always keep within bounds, 
| and whom I had conceived ſuch an eſteem 
f for, thatI reckoned his friendſhip a comfort 


? I ſhould be very ſorry to loſe. I ſaw him 


three times when I knew Mrs. Pariſh. was 


gat the Muſeum, and met him for a ſhort 


time, as if by accident, at the Ring, with- 
| out, I really believe, any ſuſpicion; but 
Jas Lord S. was out of town---was expect- 


ed ſoon to return, he preſſed me to ſee 
him oftener at my houſe, and meet him 
oftener at different places abroad; but this 


| 7 was found impracticable without truſting 
A ſomebody; and unfortunately, after taking 
XZ whatwe thought all neceſſary precautions, 
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we agreed to truſt George, whoſe ſecrecy 


and caution, we both thought we had rea- 
ſon to be ſatisfied with : we imprudently 
allowed him to tell us freely all the reports 
of the town, on every occaſion, where 


either were in the leaſt concerned. 


He once, I am convinced, from ſome 
intereſted motive, rendered us a material 
ſervice in preventing, by a ready turn, it's 
being detected that he was in the houſe. 
In this manner we went on till Lord S. re- 
turned to town, and he went to Bath, 
agreeing not to correſpond till I wrote to 
tell him he might return, which I did in 
a month's time, when Lord S. went away, 
but did not ſee him for ſome days, I can- 


not recollect how many, but once in that 


month he came up to town, and contrived 


to convey me a note, letting me know, that 


his 
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recy his impatience had made him diſobey my 
rea- orders, and come up to town without a. 
ntly | ſummons, juſt to' ſee me for an hour 
orts or two. He therefore begged I would 
here meet him at Lever's, as by accident, which 
I did, and he returned directly to Bath, 
where he ſtaid till I wrote to him to re- 
en The weather being extremely ſe- 
rial 7 vere the day before he went to Bath, and 
1 having met him very early in Saint 
James's Park, my ſhoes extremely wet, 


and bottom of my petticoats, and I not 
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F having leiſure to change them for ſome 
f time after I came home, I caught a ſlow 
fever, and cut myſelf dreadfully by fall- 
ing on the ice; ſo that I was ill when I 
went to Lever's, where I encreaſed my 
complaints; and juſt after Lord S.. went 
away, I tell into an ague, in my face, from 


which I ſuffercd for near a month, half 
| of 


1 


( as. .) 


of every twenty-four hours ſuch torments, 
as nothing but the diſorder I had juſt after 
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my marriage, can in any degree be com- 
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| pared to: my head {ſwelled ſo, yet with= 7 
| out eaſing my pain, that I was blind, and 
1 even ſpoke with pain. In this miſerable 
ll condition, Mr, G. viſited me every evening ; 
ll unknown, as I thought by all but George, a 
who let him in, and unſuſpected by al! 
| ll but Mrs. Pariſh, who ſometimes remon- ; 
4 ſtrated, but very gently, and I turned it 
ol off with a laugh or joke: at firſt, ſhe 
1 thought it only flirtation, and then ſhe f 
ſaid nothing; for there is not, with all : 
l her pretended gravity and prudence, ſo f 
| great a coquette, or one ſo eaſily flattered, ; 
[ even on her beauty, as ſhe is; which, if 
1 you doubt, I can bring you many unde- | 
0 niable proofs, Witneſs for one thing, hosr 
4 Alexan- 
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Alexander Nairne made her appear ridi- 


culous. 


I omitted to mention, in its proper 
place, that I told Mr, Gray he had my 
* friendſhip and eſteem; that my heart had 
long been in poſſeſſion of another, from 
* whom I had determined to withdraw it, 
but had done it ſo ſhort a time, that I 
ſhould think it an injury againſt the friend- 
ſhip and confidence he was entitled to, if 
I concealed this circumſtance from him : 
alſo, that I had been ſo unhappy in ma- 
trimony, that I was determined never to 
engage myſelf indiſſolubly, though 1 
would moſt faithfully, if, on theſe condi- 
tions, he would be ſatisfied with my at- 
tection, he ſhould have it entire if Lord 
8. died; that if he recovered, he mutt 
give me up; and that during my huſband's 
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life, he muſt decline all thoughts of me. 
To all this with reluctance, and finding 
me peremptory, he conſented, and gave 
me his promiſe, which he ſtrictly kept till 
I was juſt recovered, when I found he ex- 
pected to be rewarded, for the very great 
attentions (by writing to me all day, and 
fitting by me all the evening) which he 
conſtantly paid during my confnement : 
and one unfortunate evening I was off my 
guard, and ever after that (the middle of 
February) I lived occaſionally with him as 
his wife; and from that time, till my 
connection with you, I declare, I never 


had a thought of any other man, 


I was once with child by him, before I 
heard of Lord S.'s death, which I did not 
till the 6th of April; but was ſo frighten- 
ed and unhappy at it, that 1 prevailed on 
him 
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him to bring me a quack medicine he had 


F heard of for miſcarriage, but never tried 


it: it was of a copperas ſubſtance, by the 


taſte and look; he gave it me very re- 
luctantly, as he ſaid he did not know but 


it might be poiſon; however, I would 


have it. 


All the time of my connection with 


Mr. Gray, precautions were taken; but 
an inſtant's neglect always deſtroyed them 
all: 
thought an accident ſcarce poſſible. 


indeed, ſometimes, even when J 


My folly was unpardonable, in truſt- 


ing Mr, and Mrs, Stephens, George Ste- 


phens, Mr, Matra, Mr, Magra, Mr, Pem- 
berton, (whom I once actually told I was 
married to Mr, Gray) and, aboveall things, 
George, in talking of my affairs and in- 

D 2 tentions 


a tentions ſo freely before them. I alſo 


depended moſt fatally on Mr. Peele's ho- 
neſty; and, three or four times, added a 


few lines in too free and jocoſe a ſtile to 


Mr. Stephens, in the letters Mrs, Stephens 


wrote him : he anſwered theſe paragraphs 


in her letter, which ſhe ſhewed me. To , 
the beſt of my recollection, I never wrote 


to Mr. Stephens, but in his wife's letters, 
which I read to her, or ſhewed her, and 
was added on the ſame paper ſhe wrote 
on ; and he never wrote to me any other 
way; (all this was only whilſt he was at 
Wincheſter, except once that he wrote only 
to myſelf) having wrote to her the poſt 
before, which was a fulſome letter about 


his wife, who, I told him, had not been 


well, (which was true) owing, I believe, 


to his abſence : and, I proteſt, I thought 
ſo chen. 
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This letter was chiefly, if not ſolely, 


; expreſſing his anxiety for her health, and 
. dependance on my friendly care: I burnt 


* this, with ſeveral other letters, a few days 


after I received it. This moment I recol- 


lect I have made a miſtake; for I had a 
letter of thanks from him whilſt he was, 
on the expedition to Scotland, I had once 
a letter from Mr. G. Stephens, excuſing 
; himſelf from dining with me that day, 


j 


according to invitation, as he was obliged 


to leave town on particular buſineſs. I 
; correſponded conſtantly with Mr, Pember- 


ton for ſome years; and as he writes well, 


I have moſt, if not all, his letters in Lon- 


don, (and the few I had from Captain 
Magra) at leaſt, I had when I came down 
here Iaft; for I ſaw them amongſt my 
papers when I came down to the election. 
All Dr. Brown's letters, ſeveral letters of 

buſineſs 
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buſineſs to, and copies of letters from me, 
and ſome others leſs material, were all re- 
moved before my return, and without my 
order. I with I had ſome of Dr. Brown's 


letters; for they might have done me cre- 
dit if ſeen, 


When Mr, Stephens was at Wincheſter, 
I adviſed Mrs, Stephens to take a vomit, 
thinking ſhe was with child; as I had 
taken a ridiculous notion into my head, 
that having children, made a man like 
his wife leſs. 


According to Miſs Graham's deſire and 
to prevent accidents, I burnt all th e letters 
I had from her as faſt as they came; which 
I have ſince repented of, I alſo burat 
all Mr, Gray's letters from the ſame fear : 
I mean only thoſe which I received before 
Lord 
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Lord Strathmore's return from Mr. Pal- 


grave's. 


ö 
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I was always extremely filly, in not 
minding reports ; on the contrary, rather 
Encouraged them ; partly, that I might 
Laugh at other people's abſurdities and 
credulity, and partly, becauſe I left it to 
time and reaſon, to ſhew they were falſe, 
and thought a variety of reports would 
puzzle people; ſo that they would look 
upon every one relating to me, as equally 
falſe, and even not credit the truth. 
Whereas, I have ſince had reaſon to fear it 
had quite a contrary effect from what I 
Smagined and intended. 


I fooliſhly let George tell me all the ri- 


A 


diculous ſtories he heard about Mr. Gray 


and myſelf, and other people, ſo far as 


they 
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they related to us: and we uſed to laugh 
at them; and as he was to have been our 
courier, when we went abroad, which was 
fixed for the 8th or 1oth of April, to ſtay 
two, three, or more years ; I uſed to let 
him aſk me any French words he did not 
underſtand, as he knew that language, 


I gave him, the day or two before my 


marriage, the deed drawn up on account 
of my intended marriage with Mr, Gray, 
along with a vaſt heap of papers and let- 


ters, and an old leaſe or two of the houſe, 
of little or no conſequence, and bid him 


put them all into the kitchen fire; but 
before he could get there, called him 


back, and after ſwearing him to ſecreſy, 
bid him only burn the papers, and keep "Mp 
the deed till I called for, or bid him burn, 


; it. 


I declare 
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I declare ſolemnly, I did not do this from 
any miſtruſt in your generolity or honour, 


How could I? For I had a high opinion 


of both, and had never ſeen or heard, 


(except your behaviour to Mrs. Stoney, 


+ which I believed to be only county of Dur- 
ham malice) any thing which induced me 
to think otherwiſe: beſides, as I yielded 


all my fortune without any reſerve for 


myſelf, and as I am very far from an ex- 


travagant woman, I never had a doubt, 
you would chearfully ſupply me with what 
ſums I might want, which would be very 
@ ſmall indeed after my debts were paid, 
: which I have often withed I could have 
q done before I married, Therefore, you 
ſce my doubt could by no means concern 

{ myſelf : but it ſtruck me, that having 


taken ſuch precautions on my children's 


E account, 


account, (for whom I was anſwerable, 
though not tor myſelf) with a man who 
I knew I could truſt; I ought not to be 
leſs cautious with one whom I could not 
be ſo ſtrongly aſſured of: but I would not 
tell you of the paper, leſt it ſhould look 
like miſtruſt, 


Your fondneſs for my children, and the 
generolity I thought I diſcovered in you, 
on all occaſions, relating to pecuniary 
matters; together with the apparent open- 
neſs of your temper, Which was very beara- 
ble till long after that, made me aſſure my- 
ſelf I had nothing to fear for my chil- 
dren, and reproach my heart, for ever 
having entertained a ſhadow of a doubt. 
Theretore, before we came to the elec- 
tion, I ordered George to burn the paper ; 
and 
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aſked him if he had; and he declared he 


had: but not content with that, I had 


2 written three or four lines in French, when 


I told him, (not having time to tell him 
when I ſpoke to him) that I charged him 
never to reveal having had that deed, or of 
any other thing he knewrelatingtome; and 
threatened him if he did. This was mad- 
neſs, and thank God I changed my mind 
and burnt the paper, (for whilſt I heſita- 
ted, I believe he went away) elſe he might 
have ſhewn that paper to Mr, Lyon: fo 
chance ſtood my friend, I confeſs, and 


not prudence, 


I told you, if I don't greatly miſtake or 
forget, that I gave Mr. Stephens 10001. 
within a month or ſix weeks before my mar- 
riage with you, but that I could not ſpeak 
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certainly as to the time. I have ſince re- 
collected that I told you wrong. About 
that time, I gave Mrs, Stephens a ſum for 
her own uſe, of pol. or fool. (I cannot be 
poſitive which, but 'I think the latter) and 
this muſt have been what miſled me.— 
Something you ſaid fince you came to 
Giblide —I think it was his being ſo com- 
municative, and ſpeaking his opinion fo 
blunt to every body——reminded me of the 
miſtake I had made: would I had told 
you of it then; but I fooliſhly, out of 
fear of your anger, delayed telling you 
till now : It was the very evening of the 
day I was married, that I gave Mrs. Ste- 
phens, and not Mr. Stephens, the 10c0l, 
which I defired ſhe would accept for her- 
ſelf and him, in performance of a pro- 
miſe I had made him the day (the firſt I 


ever ſaw him) before he went off with 


that 
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that more than woman, that I would pay 
his debts; he having told me at that time, 
* hich I remember greatly prejudiced me 


that he had debts to the 


amount of ſome hundred pounds, and 


Fn his favour, 


that he could not be eaſy in his mind, if 
Ine entered into an engagement with Mrs. 
N Stephens; and therefore lived in my fa- 
mily (as I told him he was to do) without 
lettin g us know how he was ſituated. 
his, together with the affection he took 
that opportunity of expreſſing for his laſt 

vife, made me rejoice in having met with 
such a perſon, I told him, if he made 
Mrs. Stephens a good huſband, and behaved 


in the manner I had no doubt he would, 


| 


I would take care he ſhould have no trou- 


ble from his debts—I really believe he 


made her a good huſband, (I ſtill believe 


he does a better than ſhe deſerves, I am 


{ure 
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ſure he cannot a worſe) and I gave her, 
the evening of the day I married you, 
ioool, to give him, doubting not that 
would be a pleaſing ſtep to both, and en- 
dear her more to him. His apparent ſin- 
ccrity and honeſt freedom in expoſtulat- 
ing with me, when I told him I was mar- 


ried to you, pleaſed and affected me great- 


ly, and moved me to a ſincere ſorrow and 


penitence, I thought it became a Cler- 
gyman and an honeſt one, and I thought 
him ſincere and honeſt in what he ſaid, 
and that he riſked his fortune to ſpeak 
truth: even when him and his wife went 
to France, I actually thought them—to that 
very time, but no longer, from ſome hints 
you directly after that let drop—fincere 


and faithful friends to both you and me, 


and grieved you did not treat them better ; 
May Mr. 8. 
forgive 


ſuch was my infatuation, 
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forgive me, the ſad wretch I unknowingly 


gave him. 


* . . 
It was the night, or two nights after 


this; the night Mrs. 8. and Mrs, G. S. 
came from Paul's Walden, that I fat up 


with Mr. George Stephens till two o'clock 


UI think it was) in the morning, which 
gave you ſuch offence. Our whole con- 
verſation was about you; he was of a 
different opinion from his brother, who 
he ſaid thought and ſpoke like a Parſon, 
but not like a gentleman of unprejudiced 
education; a man of nice honour and 
delicate feelings. He commended what 
I had done, which he ſaid he never ſhould 
3 doubted my doing, had he not be- 


, lieved I was previouſly married. He 
# commended me much, and blamed Mr, 


Gray. This, and obſervations and ac- 


counts 
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counts of what happened at Paul's Wal- 
den, was the whole purport of our con- 
verſation that night, which was the only 
particular, or ſo circumſtantial one, I ever 


had with him in my life, 


As to Mr. Stephens, I believe it is need- 
leſs to tell you, I never ſaw him before 
Mr. Matra introduced him to me; and 
Mr. Matra was introduced by the com- 
mendation of his brother, the Captain, ; 
and by the very ſtrong ones of Dr, So- 
lander, 


As to Mrs. Pariſh, ſhe provoked me by 
an uninterrupted ſeries of ill-temper, de- 
ceit, ſelf-intereſtedneſs, and ingratitude; 
with obſtinacy, and in many reſpects a 
bad method with my children; and 1 
found ſhe miſled and mis-informed me 

111 
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Wal. jn the objects of my charity; in ſhort, 
Pe was too inſufferable, elſe I would have 


con- 

only retained her, But as I owe her nothing, 
ever Rag ſhe much to me, I ſhall ſay no more 

LY her, 

ced. & 1 cannot be poſitive as to the month, 
>fore but think it muſt have been in October, 
and! chen I went to the Conjuror in Pear- 
Ln. ret. Mrs. Stephens, Mr. Pennick, Mr. 
ain Þlacra (all of whom I think breakfaſted 


8 Frith me that morning) were of the party, 
and Capt. Magra met us, I think half way. 
Drs, Stephens told me of a Conjuror at 
> by the Old Bailey, who ſhe had been to; and 
de- 7 had a curioſity to ſee him. Accordingly, 
ide; e walked to the Old Bailey, where we 
met a little boy, who came up to us and 
aſked if we wanted the gentleman who ſo 
| many people came after, and that he 


F would 


would conduct us to him? we ſaid yes, 


and he carried us through blind alleys to 
Pear-ſtreet : Mrs. Stephens told me after- 
wards it was not the man ſhe had been to 
before. It was between 11 and 12, as 
near as I can recollect, when we got to 
Pear-ſtreet, and there were ſuch a num 
ber of people in the room we waited in, 
to whom the Conjuror was firſt engaged, 
and they took ſo long a time to have their | 
fortunes told, that it was almoſt 6 o clock 
before they began with us; and Capt. 
Magra and ſelf were weak enough to go 
down twice to the cellar or room below 
ſtairs, where he ſat, Capt. Magra, who 
went down in perfect unbelief, came up | 
convinced of the man's knowledge from 
what he told him. The two bro- 
thers, Mrs, Stephens, Mr. Pennick, -and | 


myſelf, returned in a hackney-coach, | 
which 
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f which was called in Smithſield, from 

Pear: ſtreet to Groſvenor- ſquare, or very 
i near it, I forgot which; and I did not get 
home till paſt eight o'clock, almoſt ſtarved 
to death with cold and hunger; for it 
| was with great difficulty we procured, a 
i little before we came away, a little bad 


bread and water, and two logs of green 


? wood, which we put in a chimney-place 
; where there was no grate, and which 
n gave very little warmth, in a cold rainy 
day, to the coldeſt room I ever was in, 


and which had no other furniture than 


two (or three at moſt) rotten chairs, and a 


| wooden trunk. I went by the name of 


the widow Smith, and Mrs, Stephens, and 
Mr. Pennick, by ſome other, which I 
cannot at preſent recollect, though I have 
endeavoured to do it, During the firſt 
part of the time we were waiting, Mr. 

F- 2 Pennick 
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Pennick wrote ſome verſes (and repeated 
ſeveral quotations) which begun with, 


« Thro' Dirty- ſtreet we bent our way, 
« To have our Fortunes told to-day (or this day.“) 


To the beſt of my recollection there 


were eight or ten more of the ſame ſort 


of lines followed theſe, but of which ! 
could not for my life recolle& one word, 
any more than of two or four (I believe 
four) lines I wrote likewiſe on the parti- 
tion, which contained ſome reflection on 
a general head; to the beſt of my remem- 
brance, 1t was againſt matrimony ; I am 
ſure, at leaſt I think I am, that I ſhould 


recollect them if I ſaw them again, and I 


would tell you. Before we went away, 


we rubbed all the verſes out with our fin- 


gers ſo carefully, that I can ſwear that 
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none but the two which you ſhewed me 
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were poſſibly legible, and they not with- 


out the greateſt difficulty, the pencil being 


blacker as they were firſt written, I ſup= 
poſe was the reaſon they were plainer, 


* Mr. Magra, and I think Mr. Pennick, ſtaid 


* ſupper; and I believe it was nearer one 
than twelve when they went away: I can- 
not recollect whether Mr, Gray ſupped 


with me that night, but I know he did 
not dine in Groſvenor- ſquare. Mrs. Ste- 
phens ſung and played from dinner till 
ſupper, and afterwards we laughed at the 
adventures of the day. When we were 
at the Conjurors waiting, a variety of 
ſtrange citizens, &c. came in and out, as 
there was but one anti-chamber for us 
all: the gentlemen entered into converſa- 
tion with them all, but I only ſpoke to 
two; the firſt a woman, the beſt and moſt 


decent looking, who told me her hiſtory, 
and 


and her repenting of not taking the Con- 
juror's advice, who ſhe conſulted two or 


three times, or oftener, in a year. I paſ- 


ſed myſelf upon her for a Grocer's widow, 


and was come to conſult the Conjuror, * 


whether I ſhould marry a Brewer, or Su- 
gar-boiler, who propoſed to me amongſt 
others, and I had ten children, Mrs. 
Stephens alſo ſpoke, the only one I think 
ſhe did. The other perſon I ſpoke to, 
was a little Portugueſe Jew, about 15 
years old, whoſe father, a rich*broker or 
pawnbroker, Capt. Magra knew; and we 
two ſpoke to him in Spanith, though not 
much: his father had ſent him to find 
out who ſtole ſome of his filver ſpoons. 
It is impoſſible a more exact or true ac- 
count of this ſilly affair can be given, 
than is now before you. 
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ln the courſe of this long ſtory, three 


or four trifling circumſtances eſcaped my 


memory, ſo that I cannot place them un- 
der the proper heads they belonged to, 


and now they will appear totally uncon- 
nected; but as I profeſs (and moſt ſincere- 
ly) to omit not one circumſtance, either 
material or trifling, and that is the only 
merit I pretend or wiſh for in this Narra- 
tion; I ſhall attend to exactneſs, and not 
regularity, which you will perceive I have 
all along too much neglected, having 


$ written things exactly as they preſented 
© themſelves to my memory, 


When Mr, Scot gave me the blue ring, 


I gave him one my father had given me, 
exactly the ſame, by which means nobody 


perceived I had got a new ring, and this 


none knew but ourſelves, I endeavoured 
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to perſuade Mr, Liddle, by hints, &c. it 
was the Duke of Buccleugh and not his 


brother, whom I had a liking for, and | 


puzzled him, that he ſometimes thought 


the Duke, and ſometimes Mr. Scot, 


When I went to the Park, Kenſington 


Gardens, or any way in the ſtreet to meet 


Mr. Gray, I forgot to mention that George 


walked behind me, and therefore knew 


of it; alſo when I went to the Gypſies and 


Conjuror's. 


When I mentioned William Stamp, I 
likewiſe forgot to tell you that twice or 
thrice, in paying him a bill, I gave 


him ſome money (a guinea or two at 


moſt) over what was due, under pre- 
tence of rewarding his diligence as a ſer- | 
vant, but, in fact, as a bribe (though I did | 
not 
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| not tell him ſo) not to ſpeak of the letters 
he brought, as I told you, from News 


2 Lord 8. 


Us) 


. caſtle d 


N. B. It had almoſt ſlipt my memory 


to tell you that Lord S.'s beauty, which 
was then very great, and a dream or ra- 
ther viſion, to which I was fooliſh enough 


to give more credit than it deſerved, were 
two great inducements to me to marry 


One thing miore, and I have quite done; 
I do aſſure you, you did me great injuſ- 
tice in thinking thoſe fits were affected to 
which I have ſo many years been ſubject; 
and from which I have ſuffered ſo much 
at various times. The laſt I had, alſo 
the night before Dr. Scott left Gibſide, 


was indeed real; but I confeſs, that out 
G of 
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of ſulkineſs for what you had ſaid to me 
that day, I did not ſpeak or anſwer you ſo 
ſoon as I was able, 


I have now punctually, minutely, and 
molt entirely given you a full account of 
every thing I ever did, ſaid, or thought, 
that was wrong. 


I have, under my own hand, furniſhed 
you with a perpetual fund for unkindneſs, 
and even good excuſe for bad uſage; but 
you are my huſband—I obey you, and if 
you continue to diſtruſt, abuſe, and think 


of me as you have hitherto done, Provi- 


dence muſt and will decide which of us 


two is moſt to blame. 


I know, according to your promiſe, 
you will never again repeat paſt griev- 
- ances z 


( 47 ) 

ances; but if you think of them I ſhall 
ſuffer as much and more from the unkind- 
neſs, your brooding ſilently over them will 
conſtantly create; for indeed I fear you 
are of an unforgiving, and in this reſpect, 
unforgetting temper ; elſe you could not, 
for ſo many months together, have be- 
haved ſo uniformly cruel to one whoſe 


whole wiſh and ſtudy was to pleaſe you, 


If you think my ſincerity and unre- 
ſerved confeſſion of my faults may entitle 
me to aſk a favour, let me beg your pro- 
miſe to burn theſe papers, at leaſt, that you 
will deſtroy them when I die, that I may 
not ſtand condemned and diſgraced, un- 
der my own hand, to poſterity. 


I am going to fulfil my promiſe of lay- 
ing before you all the crimes and foibles 
of my life, To prove that I am ſincere, 

86 2 I know 
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1 know not what method to take, I can- 
not make any imprecations on myſelf, as 
I am already ſo loaded with miſery that 
there is only one curſe which is not mine 
already. Therefore, I only with that one 
may happen to me, if I donot ſpeak (with- 
out the leaſt extenuation) the whole and 
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exact truth : that I do this I can only refer 


1 to a long ſeries of ſufferings and patience to t. 
, prove, if it pleaſe God to give me ſtrength y u 
and reſolution to trail out my exiftence till! 1 


even you are convinced, by my example, 4 


that a perſon who has once been vicious, e 


may repent and become good, ® 
FE 
| I am convinced that the want of a pro- 4 i 
j per ſenſe of religion has been the original n 
| cauſe of all my errors; all the grounds ; ; h 
48 of this miſchief was laid before my father e 


died, and then I was only between eleven 
and 
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and twelve years old, My father was the 
youngeſt of four ſons, and intended for 
Ja profeſſion, but never would give his 
mind in the leaſt to ſtudy; on the contrary, 
when only eighteen he ran away, and laid 
cout what money his mother had given 
4 him for other purpoſes, in buying a com- 
I miſſion in the army, where he continued 
; till he came to the eſtate. As he was 
| uncommonly handſome, and a great rake 
; in his youth, he grew very pious in his 
advanced years, and having felt the want of 
education and ſtudy, for he was (as I have 
heard him ſay determined his heir ſhould 
i not feel the ſame inconveniences; accord- 
= ingly, he brought me up with a view to 
3 my being as accompliſhed at thirteen, as 
his favourite firſt wife was at that age, in 


every kind of learning, except Latin 
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i At four years old I could read uncom- 


® 


to get many things off by heart, I read 2 
C( 


monly well, and was kept tight to it, made 


the Bible, but at the ſame time equal or 


| 1 greater pains were taken to inſtruct me ; F 
] in the Mythology of every Heathen nation 50 
| that ever exiſted; and my father, who . 
| was a real patriot and a brave man, was ® 
7 continually expatiating on the patriotic 10 
virtues, and ſhining merits of the ancient 0 
| philoſophers and heroes, My mind was 1 
| ſo puzzled with ſuch a variety of religions, ſho 
| that, except the firm belief of a God, I h 
l knew not which of all the modes of wor- ec 
| ſhip to adopt from real conviction ; as to | 
l the weak judgment of a child, all appear- 
| ed cqually ſupported by tradition. How- 
| | ever, I ſaw my father was a chriſtian, and 
| a proteſtant, therefore I called and be- | 
| lieved myſelf one too, though it is not | 
| | till 
J 


till within theſe few months that I have 


4 had leiſure, compoſure, and inclination to 
5 Inveſtigate theſe matters; and now I am 
I become a chriſtian from conviction. 
* N Another misfortune for me, was, that 
8 pough my father did not applaud ſuicide 
» nd revenge in general terv&s, by their 
* = ; I have often heard him ſpeak 
1 bighly of men who have been guilty of 
18 them ; Cato for one inſtance. My father's 
M = care and attention was beſtowed on 
18 ſhe improvement of my knowledge, in 
i hatever I ſhewed a genius for; and in 
— cquiring me a great ſtock of health, 
1 hardening and ſtrengthening my conſti- 
f nution by every poſlible means, often tlie 
ost rigid ones. My father was continu- 
id NC 

#1! talking of, and endeavouring to incul- 
2 s Fate into me, ſentiments of generoſity, 


grati- 
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gratitude, fortitude, and duty to himſelf, . 
and an inſatiable thirſt for all kinds f 


4 | knowledge. But I never heard him once 


ſay, to the beſt of my recollection, that 
chaſtity, patience, and forgiveneſs of 


injuries, were virtues; and he was verß 
paſſionate, During his life, my mother bw 
did not wrcrfere with my education, 81 
When I was between eleven or twelve tr. 
years old, he died. Amongſt other things, of 
my father made me ſpeak ſpeeches before v 
much company, and get moſt part of la 
Ovid's Metamorphoſes by heart, as well Ine 


as Milton, &c. My mother ſtaid at Gib- 0 th 
4 ſide, where my father died, till I was neat 5 4 
| thirteen, We went then to London and ſtaid | ar 
| | till I was fourteen, ſhe continuing all that 
'Y { time in ſuch affliction, as to be incapable re 
of attending either to my education or mo- he 
| rals: for the former ſhe relied on the beſt ©© 


maſter, ®: 


4 maſter, and my own deſire of learning, and 
for my conduct, ſhe relied on an old maid- 


Jen aunt, Mrs. J. B. who came up to town, 


and till I married I lived chiefly with her. 
very This woman firſt introduced me into the 
ther world, when my mother could not go out. 
ion. she had been a celebrated beauty, and ex- 
elve 4 tremely vain ; but, unfortunately for me, 
% of nothing more, than having a niece who 
fore was one of the greateſt fortunes in Eng- 
of Hand; and (though I ought not to ſay it, 
vell nor do I but with confuſion and ſhame, 
ib⸗ that I did not employ my talents better) 
ear 2 prodigy of learning. Mrs. Montague, 
aid } amongſt others, was pleaſed to honour me 
hat with her friendſhip, approbation, and cor- 
ble reſpondence, (I can yet ſhew ſeveral of 
no- her letters) and this continued without in- 
of MF ccrruption till Lord S. after my marriage, 
er, obliged me to break off with her, in a 
| H very 
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very rude and abrupt manner, (going no 
more to her Sundays, and only once a 
year rapping at her door) telling me ſhe } 
was a wild, light, filly woman, of bad 

character, and not fit for my acquaintance, 
Sadly againſt my inclination, I was forced 
to comply, and give her up, with many | 


others. 


But, to return to my aunt: ſhe was for 
two years (after which ] returned under 
my mother's care) ſo indulgent a chape- 
ron, that I muſt ſay, if I had not been 
more prudent than moſt young girls of 


my age, I might have been leſs fo. 


The firſt imprudence I ever was guilty 
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of, was carrying on for twelve months a 


flirtation with Mr. Scott, the Duke of Buc- 


cleugh's brother, whom I frequently met 


Y 


and danced with at children's balls, as 


no 
OE they were called, and chiefly at the Du- 
he X cheſs of Northumberland's, Girls and 


4 boys were admitted from five or fix, to 
: fourteen or fifteen years oid, I was thir- 
teen when this began, and Mr, Scott was 


a year or two older, I cannot be ſure 
which. He liked my converſation, and 
as he was ſmart and clever, [ liked his; 
5 and all this would have only been a flir- 
7 tation, I really believe, had not my filly 
© couſin, Liddell, who was his ſchool-fellow, 
5 and was ſtaying with my mother, teazed 
Jus into a belief that we were in love with 
each other; however, no further engage- 
: ; ment paſſed between us, than that he told 
E me he had a tender affection for me, and 
liked my company better than any other 
3 N girl's; at which I was not diſpleaſed, 
Y but in return, I particularly remem- 


ber I made uſe of the words, „ten- 
H 2 | der 
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der eſteem for him.” He went ſoon 
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after into the army, and before he ſet out 


with him, which I readily agreed to; and 9 
you know and have often ſeen the ring. 


He died about a twelve month after he 


went abroad, of the ſmall pox, in the na- 


tural Way. 


N. B. The preſent Mr. Charles Fox had 
a great liking for me, and followed me, 
but had too much pride to rell me ſo di- 
rectly, as he ſaw I preferred Mr. Scott, for 
which reaſon, Iknow, he abuſed both. | 


This affair of Scott's, was a great im- 
prudence, but, thank God, no worſe. 


n b 1 


After I recovered the ſhock of Mr. | | 
Scott's death, whoſe mother, Lady Dal- | 5 


keith, hurt me much by her unfeeling- 
neſs; I amuſed myſelf, till I engaged to 


\ 


; : 
for Germany aſked me to exchange rings | : 


marry 


— A M4 
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marry Lord S. with alternate ſtudy and di- 
verſions ; ſuch as public places, &c. I 
had, I do aſſure you, no partiality for any 
man in the world, though I had a great 
many offers made to my mother for me; 
as I told every body who offered, that I 
ſhould not hear any thing on that ſubject 
from any perſon, as all offers of that 
kind muſt come through my mother: ac- 
cordingly, they all found themſelves obli- 
ged to apply to her ; by which conduct, 
I was both eſteemed an UNCOMMON pru- 
dent girl, and had the ſatisfaction of re- 
fuſing a great many people of rank, in 
ſuch due form as flattered my vanity, and 
made it impoſſible they could deny (as 
they might otherwiſe) that they had of- 
fered to me. And ſo great was my repu- 
tation for prudence in theſe reſpects, that 
though a young Venetian Marquis, with 
uy 
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my mother's acknowledged conſent and 
approbation, attended on me for near a 
twelve month, to all public places as Ci- 
ceſbeo, and was frequent in his viſits at our 
houſe, the world did us juſtice in believ- 
ing this connection was entirely owing 
to my mother; and wiſhing me to be 
perfect in the Italian language, and to his 


ſpeaking Engliſh ſo very badly, that he 


could keep no company, but ſuch as ſpoke. 


Italian (for his French was little better) and 
the number of thoſe was ſtill much more 
inconſiderable at that period than it is now, 
eſpecially amongſt the ladies. My mother 
was always partial to the Italian nation 
and their language, The Marquis, who 
was on his travels through Europe, pro- 
ceeded to Paris, and ſo we parted with the 
ſame civility and indifference as we met: 


he ſent my two little dogs from Paris ; 
wrote 
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4 once from Peterſburgh ; ſince when, I 
have heard nothing of or from him. 


19] 


vrote once or twice from France, and 


gave ſome encouragement to Lord 


Strathmore, but it was flight, though more 
than to others: he wrote a letter to me 


with a declaration; and having, as I after- 


= wards found, tried unſucceſsfully, many 


ways to get it conveyed to me, ſent it by 


Mrs. Baker, who came under a pretence 


of ſpending a day or two with my mo- 


% 
_ 


ther, who, at that time, hated the fight of 


= her, and never aſked her to ſtay all night, 


r RT, 
28 5 . "op Eg how 


as ſhe thought her very officious, in ſpeak- 
ing much, and greatly, in praiſe of the 
Lord Strathmore's family; as my mother 
thought, (though ſhe never poſitively told 
me ſo) I ſhewed more partiality to Lord 8. 
chan to any other perſon. Mrs, Baker took 


an 


} 


an opportunity, when ſhe was out of the 
room, to give me Lord S.'s letter; I gueſſ- 
ed what it was, but, after reading a few 
of the firſt lines, returned it to Mrs. B. 
telling her, I would not receive any letters 
in that manner, and I thought the office 
ſhe had undertaken very unbecoming of 


her, or any gentlewoman ; and that the 


gentleman, whoſe name I had not looked 


at, or was deſirous to know, (here ſhe in- 
terrupted me and ſaid it was Lord S.) muſt 
apply to my mother, if he meant to have 
any anſwer, I then left her under great 
mortification ; but I did not tell my mother 
what had paſſed, from an apprehenſion, 
that it might ſet her more againſt my mar- 
rying Lord S.; and, becauſe ſhe was ſo 
reſerved, that ſhe did not treat even me, 
with the confidence, I think, a daughter 


entitled to, Therefore, I never durſt open 
my 
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| ; my heart to, or conſult upon theſe ſub- f 
© MM jets; and to this I attribute, in a great J 
meaſure, the chief of my misfortunes ; 


W through life. Indeed, I mult ſay, I was 
always a dutiful child to her, till I was 
married, and I have often heard her 


, 
. . own it. 


C Soon after Lord S. received my anſwer 
5 from Mrs. Baker, he came to Gibſide, and 
+ = made his propoſals in form to my mother, 
5 who told him, ſhe would acquaint me, 
; | and as we were going directly to London, 
r for which place he alſo was going to ſet 

cout, he ſhould have his anſwer there: but 
J ſhe did not tell me of his having offered, 
: ; E till two days after he had left the houſe ; 


and then affected to mention it as a thing 
{he did not doubt I ſhould refuſe; as, ſhe 


: 
| {aid, there were three objections; diſorder 
I in 


\ 
; 
' 
/ 
9 
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in the family; a mother, and many 


brothers and ſiſters, whom, perhaps, 1 
ſhould find troubleſome ; and, laſtly, (the * 
chief with her) his being a Scotchman. 1 
The firſt, I had often heard, was only a A 
falſe report, and believed ſincerely it pro- 2 


ceeded from envy, ill nature, and partly 


ſpite : the ſecond, would afford me an op- 


portunity of endearing myſelf ro my huſ- 


t 

band, whoſe relations, I never doubted, : 

would behave well to me; and the third, : 

was a recommendation, as I had always a | 

much greater partiality for the Scotch and 1 f 

Iriſh, than for the Engliſh. : | 
I accordingly told her, that I had no 
objection to Lord Strathmore ; but, that ; 
if her's were inſuperable, I would not 3 
marry without her conſent— only claimed 


the privilege of not marrying at all; 


which, 
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which, in that caſe, I was determined 


ny 
„on. She then gave her conſent, and ſaid, 
, 1 2 I ; 
ſhe would tell Lord S. when he came to 


town, as agreed on; and we went to 
town directly. I muſt not omit here to 
mention, that Mrs, Pariſh, then my go- 


verneſs, ſpoke greatly againſt Lord S. 


His favourite uncle, Charles Lyon, 


taking a fever, and dying juſt after we left 


, the country, detained Lord S. ſo long from 
. coming up to London to receive this, 
5 | : and as he. durſt not write, I did not 
| ? s know the cauſe, that I thought myſelf 


lighted. Though grieved and provoked, 
I put on a cheerful countenance, and 
danced frequently at Almack's, with va- 
rious people who followed me, though 
they had not then declared themſelves ; 


amongſt theſe, the moſt aſſiduous were 


I 2 Lord 


(: 64 } 
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gave neither of them encouragement ; yet 


Lord Mountſtuart and Mr. Chaloner. 


they contrived one night to quarrel, and 
put the whole room in an uproar at Al- 
mack's, about who ſhould fit next me at 
ſupper. Both went out in a paſſion; a 
challenge was given, but prevented by one 
of the gentlemen (I believe Mr. Chaloner, 


but never could be ſure which) aſking par- 


don. Lady Mountſtuart, then Miſs Wind- 


ſor, ſat one fide of me, and having even 
then a partiality for Lord M. S. begged me to 
take notice of and encourage him, as he 
was like a madman, and expoſed himſelf 
to all the company. I confeſs, I did, with 
a premeditated deſign, ſhew great civility 
to Lady Bute and her daughters, one night 
at Almack's, in order, that before Lord 8. 
arrived, and my cagagement to him was 
known, I might have an opportunity of 

refuſing 
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refuſing Lord M. 8. This civility, which 
Lady Bute conſtrued into encouragement, 
had the deſired effect; and over- reached 
her great caution and pride (which I knew 
ſhe had) in not offering, with a chance 
of her ſon's being refuſed : next morning 
ſhe waited on my mother, to propoſe for 
her ſon, and met a mortification which 
hurt her much, and made him keep his 
bed for a week. This I confeſs, was down=- 
right girliſhneſs, miſchievouſneſs, and va- 


nity. 


My marriage-treaty with Lord 8. for 
one delay or other, trailed on about a year 
and a half ; during which, I found our 
tempers, diſpoſitions, and turns different 
—wiſhed to retract (and would, if I durſt 
have conſulted with my mother) but my 


pride, and ſome times my weakneſs, would 
not 
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( 66 ) 
not let me: at length we were married, 
at Pauls Walden, and I was brought a 
fortnight after to Gibſide; though I had 
began to be ill, juſt before I ſet out, as 
two or three of the party had' fluxes at 
Paul's Walden ; which we attributed to 
my mother $s bad Port-wine. I ſaid, though 
I never taſted but one glaſs of it, that it 


had alſo affected me, in a moſt dangerous 


and poiſonous manner, by a partial erup- - il 


tion; though I don't believe the doctors 


were, or could be, impoſed upon. 


1 intended candidly, and in the fulleſt 
manner, to lay before you every action of 
my life, relative to the leaſt imprudence | 
ever was guilty of : I have written a good 
deal; but as you are impatient, and per- 
ceiving I labour under a load of 1mputa- 
tions, yet unknown to me, though cre- 

dited 
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3 dited by you, many of which, I dare ſay, 
g F are falſe; I ſhall, till after this is finiſhed, 

W leave the trifling things, which were only 
N 4 inadvertencies any girl might be and is 
” 2 guilty of; and haſten to tell you, in as 
: A few words as poſlible, every imprudence, 
5 7 and every crime, I have been guilty of, 
7 1 ſince my marriage with Lord Strathmore, 
E 4 which is as far back as I imagine you are 
; | | immediately anxious to Know, 

! { had by him all my five children; and 

F during that time, never had one thought, 
1 did one action, or ſaid one word, which 
8 8 Heaven might not know without blaming 
me, or indeed himſelf; except the diſ- 
da like I had but too much cauſe to enter- 
P tain for Mr, Lyon. Before I had been 
ns many months married, however, I put up 
# with that, and the diſagreeable behaviour 


of 
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of the reſt of the family, and concealed 
it as much as poſſible from the world, till 


he publicly, and cauſeleſsly, as many can 


witneſs, inſulted me in the public rooms 
at Edinburgh, where I was with him and 
Mrs, Lyon, who was juſt married, all 
the race-week without Lord Strathmore z 
during which time, he behaved in ſuch a 
manner, as ſcandalized the whole town of 
Edinburgh; who, at that time, hated him 
as much as they liked and pitied me. I 
complained mildly to Lord Strathmore 
about his brother; but it was an unfortu- 


nate and moſt prejudiced rule with him, 


that Mr. Lyon could not err; fo I got no 


other redrefs than his ſaying, that though 
he was haſty, he had a good heart, and 
never meant to offend. I never com- 
plained to my mother on any occaſion of 
Lord S. or his family; but on the con- 

trary, 
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trary, expreſſed an uncommon regard for 
both, of which ſhe was jealous, and made 
her believe they uſed me extremely well : 
for as I had married him againſt her ad- 
vice, my pride would not let me complain, 


had they uſed me ten times worſe. 


The year before this, Mr. Robert Gra- 
ham, of Fuitry, took all opportunities to 
be in my company, and to expreſs, though 
not improperly, his regard and attention 
to me, He once told me fo poſitively, and 
received ſuch an anſwer as was proper, 
and which, from ray fooliſh flirting with 
him, I dare ſay he did not expect. He 
went from Glames in a pet, and being a 
man of violent reſentments (which in all 
inſtances have turned -out againſt himſelf, 
he directly propoſed to Miſs Peggy Mylne, 


who always had a penchant for him ; bur 
K whom 


whom he had taken every opportunity, 
both in public and private, to abuſe in a 
moſt groundleſs and violent manner; and 
to profeſs, that he would rather die than 
marry her: yet the conſented—they were 
married ſuddenly without his parents con- 


ſent. 


The year before, when I was on a viſit 
to his mother, I ſaw for the firſt time, and 
not again for two years, his youngeſt 
brother, James : he was quite a boy, but 
a very extraordinary one, and I muſt con- 
teſs, much too forward for his years, and 
too conſcious of thoſe ſhining talents, 
which no heart can, in ſome degree with- 
out difficulty, be proof againſt, when he 
choſe to exert his art. I have the greateſt 
reaſon to think, he, from that'time, form- 
ed a deſign of enjoying my affections : he 


made 
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made many attempts to come with his 
other brothers to Glamis; but they con- 
ſtantly, as Miſs Graham told me, refuſed 
to bring him : and he introduced himſelf, 
or rather in a manner forced himſelf in, 
to come to Glamis one day with his ſiſter; 
when ſhe walked to Bridge Town, ſcarce 
three miles from Glamis, where ſhe, and 
indeed myſelf, often uſed to go, to ſee an 
amiable and elegant woman, one Mrs, 
Douglas, wife to my dear Emilia's bro- 
ther; where he ſometimes, and particu- 
larly at that time, was ſtaying. He, as I 
afterwards found, offered to ſet her home 
to Glamis, when the was ſtaying with me, 
but ſhe would not let him; upon which 
he told her, there were droves of horned 
cattle on the road, as it was the high road 
to Forfar, where he told her it was mar- 
ket-day ; and knowing her extreme timi- 
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dity in that reſpect, he was ſure ſhe would 
not refuſe him. She did not, and as he 
has a conſummate affurance and high opi- 


nion of himſelf, though he ſometimes 


affects modeſty, he introduced himſelf to 


Lord S. and me; and under one pretence 
or other, contrived to ſtay a fortnight at 
Glamis; during which time, he did every 
thing to ingratiate himſelf, and ſucceed- 
ed ſo well, that he could not help per- 
ceiving the progreſs he had made: and 
indeed, when he preſſed me to it, I part- 
ly confeſſed it. Luckily his fitter was 
ſtaying with me; ſo we never were alone, 
but us three walking a whole morning, 
to the amount of ſeveral miles meaſured, 
in the great hall at Glamis; every turn 
he marked with a pencil. I had my hand 
on a piece of paper he pinned up at the 
end of the hall, which paper and pencil, 


unluckily 
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unluckily a very remarkable one, he told 
me he would preſerve as his life; but I 
hope he has loſt it. I am not ſure, but I 
have reaſon to think, he got ſome of my 
hair from his fiſter. He was ordered to 


London to join his regiment. 


Mr, Graham, of Fuitry, did not know 
of my liking for his brother; but as his 
aſſiſtance was abſolutely neceſſary in get- 
ting the money conveyed to London, 
which I was bent on ſending him as from 
an unknown; Miſs G. told him that, out 
of friendſhip for her, and thinking her 
brother James a very promiſing young 
man, I meant to ſend him ſome money 
to ſpend in London: accordingly, he at- 
liſted her in forwarding it to him. Mails 
Graham contrived a way for us to corre- 
ſpond, which, though the letters were in- 


tercepted, 
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tercepted, nothing could be diſcovered, as 
we fixed initials quite different from the 
real names; by which we ſignified our- 
ſelves, and the people we had ofteneſt 
occaſion to mention : and when I meant 
to tell her any thing, or ſhe to me, always 
ſaid C. L. bid me tell A. B. fo and fo. I 
burnt all her letters as I recerved them, 
which I am now ſorry I did, and I de- 
manded the ſame of her; but ihe beg- 
ged of me earneſtly to let her keep, for 
her peruſal and entertainment, ſometimes 
tnoſe parts of my letters which did not con- 
cern her brother: that, I would not refuſe 
her, promiſing me ſhe would burn or deface 


every word concerning him, and ſhewing 


me a letter for an example of what the 
ſaid, 
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I ſaw Mr. James Graham in London 


after he left Scotland, juſt before he ſail- 
ed for Minorca ; but found him much 
altered towards me, and therefore my 
pride made me treat him with the indit- 
ference I ought, though 1t almoſt broke 
my heart. This 1s all, and far too much, 
of this fooliſh affair. 


I had almoſt forgotten to mention, that 
Miſs Graham told me, the ſecond of her 
three brothers (David) was a great admirer 
of mine, and perpetually talking of me; 
and that when he did, his eyes uſed to 
dart fire, and ſparkle like diamonds (theſe 
Were her very words) but I had only her 
word for thinking he had any partia- 
lity for me, He was ſtill handſomer 
than either of his brothers (my favourite 


was the leaſt ſo) but before I was ſcarce 


acquainted 
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acquainted with David, I was ſo taken up 
with James, that I paid no attention to 
him. James has or had a picture of me, 
which he drew himſelf from memory ; 
and I am told by the few who ſaw it, 
that it reſembles me more than any pic- 
ture which was ever taken of me. I 
ought to tell you, why I ſaid Mrs, G. was 
not good and virtuous : I am convinced, 
ſhe did Miſs Douglas's (Emelia) memory 
a great injuſtice, and in a moſt treacherous 
manner ; for I am ſure it ſprang from 
her. She then quarrelled with Mrs. 
Mylne, an amiable woman, and univer- 
fally reſpected, becauſe her eldeſt brother 
married her ſecond daughter; an agree- 
able good girl, but with no fortune: and 
before this, the uſed to profeſs juſt the 
ſame friendſhip and diſintereſted friend- 


ſhip ſhe afterwards did for me ; which 
had 


— 
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had ſhe been a man, was ſeemingly ſo 
violent, I ſhould have called it love, She 
was very deceitful and cunning, and, I 
believe, had an intrigue with Mr, Demp- 
ſter: ſhe would with Mr, Nairn, had he 


choſen, 


I aſked Mr. and Mrs, Stephens, at the 
ſame time, for ſome of their hair (I think 
they were together, but of that cannot be 
poſitive) when I aſked them. I aſked alſo, 
Mr, Matra for a lock of his. Mr. Ste- 
phens had a ring compoſed, half of Mrs. 
Stephens's hair and half of mine; it is 
quite plain, not ſet round with any thing: 
I cannot be certain whether I gave it him, 
or whether he got it himſelf —T think 1 
gave it him myſelf; it was immediately 
after his marriage: but what puzzles my 
politive recollection is, that I know about 
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that time, Mrs. Stephens aſked me for 
ſome of my hair, which I gave her, She 
told me, ſoon after, that ſhe intended giv- 
ing George Walker ſome preſent, for the 


trouble he had about Mr. and her 


letters; and that ſhe intended giving him 
a breaſt locket, with her own hair ſet in 


one part of it, and a bit of mine with it, 


and that ſhe had ſome of it by her; 


which, as ſhe could not afford to make 
him a great preſent of intrinſic value, 
ſhe thought nothing could be more accep- 
table to ſo faithful a ſervant. I told her, 
as I then thought, that he certainly was 
ſo, and had been of great uſe to Mr. G. 
and me; but, that I thought it an odd 


preſent, theſe were my very words; and 
as I ſaid no more, ſhe beſpoke it, and 
when it was finiſhed, the addition of the 


piece of hair, which was very ſmall and 
covered 
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covered with glaſs, prevented its faſten- 
ing: ſo it was returned, and Mrs. Ste- 
phens got one ready made at a pawnbro- 
kers ſhop, one day when ſhe and me walk- 
ed into the city, out of curioſity to ſee 
thoſe kind of ſhops, and called at a great 
number: at one of them, I bought a watch 
which I gave George,—lI gave George, 
about this time, ſome very old horſe fur- 
niture; which, though quite ſpoilt, be- 
ſides being infinitely too antiquated for uſe, 


contained ſo much ſilver, that if I do not 


miſtake, it ſold for upwards of 20], : Mrs 


Pariſh had diſpleaſed me ſo much, and, apt 
as I am to be impoſed on, had ſhewn ſuch 


proofs of a dirty intereſtedneſs, that I de- 


termined to part with her ; but, as ſhe had 


lived with, and partly educated me ſo 
many years, was reſolved it ſhould be on 


good terms ; therefore, I reſolved to raiſe 
L 2 20001, 
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z000l. by any means, the firſt money I ex- t. 
pended. This, I thought, would be ſuf- C 
ficient to make her eaſy in circumſtances, 
if ſhe was intereſted as I thought her, or, 
if it was poſſible I had been miſtaken in 
her character, convince me by her ſtill re- 
maining with me, that I had done her in- 


juſtice, This I concealed from my mo- 


ther, till I put it in execution, being great- 


ly diſpleaſed at her offer of lending me ] 
zool. when ſhe knew, what diſtreſs I ' 
was in, and that ſuch a ſum would { 


do nothing for me, I even denied to 
my mother, when I gave Mrs. Pariſh E. 
the 2oool, (which I did at Paul's Walden, Sho 
borrowing it of Mr, Peele, when he came ED 
there after Lord S.'s death, ſome time be- 
fore I returned to town) and my mother 
believed I did not entertain the moſt diſ- 


tant 


"Fl EY 
Tl 


( 8 3 


tant thought that ſhe would leave me, ex- 
cept by marrying, 


As Mrs. Pariſh's conduct to me, has 
been. her ſiſter's excepted, the moſt vile, 
ungrateful, and pernicious, that ever was 
heard of; I ſhall ſay nothing about it here, 
as, during the whole, I cannot tax myſelf 
with doing any thing wrong; and this pa- 
per is only meant as a confeſſion of my 
crimes and faults, But, if you pleaſe, I will 
tell you every circumſtance relating to her 
behaviour, and to the ſtrange manner 


ſhe behaved to Mr, G. when, at his earn- 
eſt requeſt, he thinking ſhe might be of 


uſe to me, I conſented to his talking to 


her, and attempting to perſuade her to ſtay 
with me, as from himſelf, 


Juſt 


( WW? 


Juſt before ſhe left me, I went to Paul's 
Walden, to tell my mother I was married, 
that I might get the ſtart of Mrs, Pariſh, 
Who, I was ſure, would write to tell her 
the very day after our parting was agreed 
on; and who, I believe, had it not been 
for intereſted motives, and the fear of diſ- 
pleaſing my mother, would have told her 
long before, whach I have many reaſons 
to be certain ſhe did not. I did not in- 
tend to declare my marriage till April, juſt 
before we left England, or to be married 
actually till we were abroad, a ſhort time 
before L laid in; and I propoſed to ſtay 
three or four years to viſit France, Italy, 
Hungary, and Bohemia, and perhaps 
Spain and Portugal: I did not tell even 


Mr, Gray, poſitively, my deſigns about 


marriage. 


It 


1 


But I had almoſt forgotten, that the rea- 


ſon why I mentioned the 2000l. and Mrs, 


Pariſh, was, that I might tell you, ſoon 


after I came out of town after Lord S.'s 
death, I was perpetually ſending George 
backwards and forwards to London, to 
raiſe the 20001. After I applied to Mr, 
Mayne, (who ſaid, he could not lend me 
that ſum without his partner's concur- 
rence), I then applied to Fernandez, and 
a number of other Jews, who did not 
know me, and I did not ſign my name to 
the letter; but they would not lend me 
on any other terms than annuities, which 
I would not think of, and they were 
dreadfully unreaſonable ones. If I could, 
I would have raiſed three thouſand pounds, 
to have had one thouſand pounds in hand. 


When George went backwards and for- 
wards 
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wards to theſe Jews, I uſed always to write 
to, and hear from Mr. G. who ſtayed juſt 
about that time after me in town, When 
I was at Paul's Walden, and he 1n Scot- 
land, all his letters to me came under 
cover to George, and he always directed 
mine to him ; and under ſome pretence 
or other, went to Welwyn, Stephenage, 
Hitchin, or Hatfield, and put them in him- 
ſelf. 


When I came occaſionally to Paul's 


Walden, for a week or a few days, once 


or twice a fortnight, after I was ſettled in 


town, I uſed to encloſe my letters often, 
under cover to George, (whom, on that ac- 
count, I generally left in town) and with 
it, directions ſometimes to him, to ſend 
meſſages, or deliver notes about plays, 
operas, dinings, tea- drinking, &c. and 


often 
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often incloſed directions to the houſe- 
keeper of affairs relating to the houſe, 
&c. and ſometimes I encloſed to George 
under the frank to her, and bid her give 
it once or twice. I remember, that hav- 
ing encloſed a number of letters and notes 
to be delivered out, I ſaid, Go and tell 
| Mr. G. I have no time to write now, but 
ſhall be in Groſvenor-ſquare, and expect 
him at ſuch an hour. When Mrs. Ste- 
phens eloped, and I came to Paul's Wal- 
den, I left George in town to receive the 
Planta family, and ſend me a conſtant 
account of their motions ; which he did: 
I with I had Kept them, as you might 
have liked to ſee them ; but being, as I 


thought, of no conſequence after ſhe re- 


turned and knew the accounts, I burnt 


them, \ 
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Mr. Mylne, whoſe ſiſter married Mr. 
G. only lent Lord S. 10,0001. the half of 
what he 1s worth ; and though the phy- 
ſicians declared her life was in danger, if 
ſhe did not go to Italy for her health di- 
rely (where I believe ſhe now is) he was 
threatened to be ſtopped by Lord S.'s cre- 
ditors, who would come upon him. In 
this ſituation, he deſired Mr. G. when he 
ſaw him in Scotland, and who he knew 
had long been an acquaintance of mine, 
to write to me, and beg I would allow 
him to uſe my name, and ſay, I would 
{ee the money ſhould be paid out of the 
Scotch eſtates, and the firſt debt diſ- 
charged. Mr. G. told him, he could not 
poſſibly take ſuch a liberty with me; eſ- 
pecially as he had not written to me even 


a letter of condolence, as civility requir- 


ed, ſince Lord S.'s death. But Mr, Mylne 
preſſed 


Ir, 


preſſed him ſo much, and conjured him, 
as he regarded his ſiſter s life ; that, not to 
make it appear ſuſpicious by too poſitive 
refuſing, he wrote me a formal letter, and, 
at the ſame time a private one, both (of 
which I am pretty ſure are returned, and 
I can ſhew you) andI anſwered him in the 
ſame way: to Mr, Mylne I wrote a civil 
letter, telling him Mr. G. had informed 
me of his wiſhes ; that I was ſorry it was 
not in my power to ſee his money paid 
which was due to him, as I had refuſed 
taking adminiftration; but that if it was 
abſolutely neceſſary, my regard for Mrs. 
Mylne, who is indeed an amiable woman, 
would induce me to join with him in 
being ſecurity to his creditors : however, 


he never, after writing me a letter of 
thanks, claimed any offer, and got abroad 


very well without it, 


I con- 
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I confeſs, I ſhould not have thought it 


neceſſary, or any part of my agreement, 
to tell you the reaſon why I ſaw Mr. G. 
only every other night, had you not de- 
fired I would: it was ſo agreed on between 
us, that by the intervention of one night, 
we might meet the next with more plca- 
ſure, and have the leſs chance of being 
tired of each other. Not to mention, that 
as it was often four or five in the morn- 
ing before he went away, a night of ſleep 
was abſolutely neceſſary: as our converſa- 
tion was to be laſting, and I generally 
went to my room at eleven o'clock the 
night he came, which I thought would 
look odd, and ſometimes put me todiflicul- 
ties if I was at the Opera in a great croud, 
had company ſupped with me, or any 
other hindrance; and 1 always contrived 
that ſhould not be the caſe the nights he 


Came: 


4 


came: I ſaw him ſome part of every day, 
or when I did not by any accident, he 


never failed writing. 


A black inky kind of medicine (which 
I have mentioned before) occaſioned two 
of my miſcarriages : the third, after try- 
ing the black medicine without effect, was 
occaſioned by a vomit of emetic ; eating 
much pepper, and drinking a wine-glaſs 
of brandy. I am aſhamed to ſay, I tried 
all theſe things the fourth time, without 
the*ſmalleſt effect. 


do aſſure you, that no man ever took 
the ſmalleſt liberty with me (Lord S. your- 
ſelf, and Mr, G. excepted) except three or 
four times that Mr. Stephens Kiſſed me, 


under one pretence or other; and once or 


twice that Mr. G. S. as we were ſtanding 
by 


by the fire-fide, put his arm round my 
waiſt, Once, alſo, as I was admiring 
ſome very ſcarce and valuable plants at 
Hammerſmith, Mr. Lee told me, if 1 
would allow him the honour to ſalute a 
Counteſs, he would give me the moſt cu- 
rious; which I did, and had the plant. 
I recolle& once, that Mrs, Stephens ſitting 


on one of her huſband's knees, I ſat on 


the other, 


Mr. G. S. I know, was free in his way 
of thinking and acting ; but his brother, 
I thought a different man, from ſome 
things I had heard him ſay; and which 
Mrs, Matra told me. Two or three times 
Mr, Stephens has come into my room, 
when my maid was dreſſing my hair, and 
I took him into my bed-room, out of the 


drawing-room, where Mr. G. M. was to 
ſpeak 


ſpeak about going off with Mrs. Ste- 


phens. 


Many of the things theſe papers con- 
tain, I have had an opportunity of telling 
you ſince I began to write them, which I 
did not intend to do, till you read them 
here : other things you have, in the courſe 
of the ſame time, told me you was tho- 
roughly acquainted with: however I 
would not alter, and I give you my 
thoughts exactly, as they firſt preſented 
themſelves to me, as you will eaſily per- 


ceive I wrote no rough copy. 


My almoſt ſtarving myſelf to death at 
Glamis ; my taking, in anger, almoſt a 
whole bottle of that black medicine; my 
fooliſh behaviour about the cloaths and 
favours I beſpoke for Mr, Stephens's wed- 

ding . 
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ding; the dancings on that occaſion; my 
allowing Mr. Stephens to call me his own 
wife; my worſe than fooliſhneſs in going 
to St, Paul's with Mrs. Stephens and Mr, 
Pennick ; and my making an excuſe (with 
the laſt deſert of chriſtening ſome kittens) 
to have company to dine with me that day : 
all this knowing you are thoroughly in- 
formed of ; I do not give more minutely 
than thus, on that account, nor ſhould I 
have named them at all, had it not been 
for the oath's ſake, which I could not ſa- 
tisfy my conſcience in taking, if I omitted, 
at leaſt, mentioning, any one of even the 


moſt trifling imprudencies I committed. 


I have told you of Mr. C. W. having 
my hair and I his; and you know what 
a filly, though ſhort refuſal, I wrote to 


Mr. Mac Callaſter, the autumn (I think it 
was) 


WES 


was) before my marriage—To his laſt, I 


gave him no anſwer, 


I have now fully performed my promiſe, 
and I rely on your's to excuſe all my faults, 
except want of veracity, which I am cer- 
tain you cannot find here, and never ſhall 


again, even in the moſt trifling matter: 


as I will always rather prefer incurring 


your more than uſual ſhare of diſlike to 


me, than ſay what 1s not true, 


You ſaw a bit of theſe papers laſt night, 
when you came into my dreſſing-room, 
though I begged you would not look, and 
was angry at my minuteneſs, and telling 
you ſuch trifles : if I had done otherwiſe, 
(beſides my oath) might you not with juſ- 


tice, and would you not have ſaid, I or- 


dered you to be exact, minute, and ſeru- 
N pulous; 
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pulous ; ſo as to declare every thought 
that you had; were not theſe your 'own 
words? And how did you know what I 
ſhould eſteem trifling ? Therefore, my 
deareſt, you ſhould excuſe this minute- 
nefs, and whatever manner I may men- 


tion the facts in, ſo they be but facts! 


God bleſs you, and forgive me all my 


fins and faults, 


FEBRUARY 3d, 1778. Tueſday morning. 


I have had, you Know, the paper you 
gave me in my pocket-book theſe three or 
four days; but, according to your orders, 
never looked at it till now. In conſe- 
quence of what you there ſay, I find my- 
ſelf obliged to ſay ſomething more about 
my fits, to which I did not intend, other- 


wile, 


PT 


(& 9 


wiſe, to have added any thing. If I were 
to ſay, as you ſeem to require of me, that I 
ever could prevent or ſhorten them, and 
did not, except the one time I have men- 


tioned, I ſhould take my oath of a he, 


When I was a girl, I had two or three 
times obſtructions, and then I took, as it 
were, common hyſteric fits ; but I never 
had them ſo violent, or any thing like 
convulſions, till four months that I had 
an obſtruction after my ſecond or third 
child, I forget which. And though my 
mind was perfectly eaſy at that time, I 
being in Scotland, and had always com- 
pany that I liked, yet I ſuffered incredi- 
bly from theſe fits, both in health and 
looks; being exceedingly reduced and 
weakened. I really believe it was owing 
to Dr. Ferguſon's preſcriptions, and tothe 

N 2 eaſy 


eaſy ſtate of my mind and good ſpirits, 


that I recovered ; but I have been ſubject 
to them ever ſince. Dr, Hunter knows; 
about three years ago or four, how much 
I ſuffered in my looks from them ; when 
he was ſent for to me the day after I had 
been in one very bad, (no aſſectation) had 
you ſeen me after, you would have been 
convinced, would have affected a perſon 
both at the ſame time and afterwards, as 
it has often done me. Sometimes when 
I have had warning, which is not often, 
I have ſtopped the fit, by plunging my 
hands into cold water, and ſometimes by 
drinking hot water or camomile tea, The 
time you went to Newcaſtle ; after that, 
when on your return you found me ſo ill, 


I felt myſelf going to be ill; and having 


warning enough to drink a baſon of warm 


water, and plunging my hands in cold 


water, 


= 


water, I prevented the fit coming on; but 
I never durſt mention it till now, left you 
ſhould ſay it was an affectation or air that 


I gave myſelf. 


What you ſay Dr. Scott told you about 
my fits being pretended, and not a natural 
complaint, was as falſe, as I dare ſay his 
ſaying my miſcarrying was, when I had 
that flooding, the firſt time of my being 
regular after my lying-in ; for you al- 
ways took (at leaſt I never perceived you 
did in the leaſt otherwiſe) a moſt certain 
precaution, I remember Dr. Scott aſked 
me once, if not twice, whether I did not 
think I might have miſcarried; I ſaid, I 
could not tell, but thought only a flood- 
ing; for you may be ſure, I would not 
hifit, or even have him ſuſpect, that there 
was any reaſon why I could not have miſ- 

carried, 
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carried. To the beſt of my recollection, 
he queſtioned me on this ſubject, one day 
when you brought him into the bed-room, 
and flipped yourſelf into the dreſſing- 
room for a minute, and not the moment 
I conclude you mean ; that is, when he 
ſaying you ſent him, which you was an- 
gry at that time; upon the matureſt re- 
collection, I can venture to ſay, he did 
not aſk me that queſtion, or any other 
about my health, except in general terms, 
how I did ; ſomething about my dinner, 
and 8 the weather, or ſome ſuch 
ſubject: you wanted an explanation, or 
ſhould not have written this. 


N. B. Though I do not recollect, I de- 
clare upon oath, Mr. Stephens kiſſing me 
oftener than I have mentioned; my ſit- 


ting on his knee oftener; or Mr. G. 8. 


putting 
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putting his arms oftener round my wailt, 
and that was by accident; yet I have ſuch 
a dread of the poſſibility of perjuring 
myſelf, that I will not take my oath with- 
out a proviſo, I really believe a needleſs 
one, that they may have repeated theſe li- 
berties oftener, but never any others ; ex- 
cept Mr. Stephens ſhaking me by the 
hand. 


May I never feel happineſs in this world, 
or the world to come; and may my chal- 
dren meet every hour of their lives un- 
paralleled miſery, if I have, either direct- 
ly or indirectly, told one or more falſe- 
hoods in the.e narratives ; or if I have 
kept any thing a ſecret, that even Mr. 


Bowes could eſteem a fault. 


This 


This I give under my hand, and ſhall * 
never plead forgetfulneſs, or any thing * 
elſe, for the truth of one tittle of it. And 
I do further ſwear the truth of it upon 


the Holy Bible: and as a declaration of my 


fincerity, ſhall take the Holy Sacrament 
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upon it the next time I go to church, when 
there 1s one. 
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. G1zs10x, Feb. 3, 1778. | 
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Examined with the Exhibit, contained 
in the Proceſs tranſmitted from the Arches 
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Court of Canterbury, this Fourth Day of 
October, 1788. By me, T. Dopp, Clerk WW 
to Mr. Morley, Proctor, Doctor's Com- XL 3 
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